
30th Montana
Governor’s Conference
Set To Start, April 5-6
The 2004 Montana Governor’s

Conference on Tourism and Recreation is
set to kick-off on Monday, April 5, at the
Billings Holiday Inn Grand Montana. In
addition to the national feature speakers
highlighted in last month’s Update, the 
conference offers roundtable discussions,
Montana-focused sessions and Billings area
field trips.

Afternoon sessions on April 5th offer
conference participants the opportunity to
address six different topics in roundtable
discussion format. The topics include: 

• Packaging Weekend Getaways & Shoulder Seasons
• Developing a Montana Birding Trail
• Ag-Tourism Partnerships
• Incorporating Arts & Culture into the Tourism Network
• Creating Publicity FAM Tours That Work
• On the Spot Web Critiques
Each session will have a facilitator,

resource people knowledgeable about the
topic and a recorder to keep notes for posting
on the conference website.

On April 6th, the morning breakout 
sessions feature five presentations regarding
Montana-specific topics. Where to find
Montana-made foods and products to
incorporate into your tourism-related

business is one session that will involve 
suppliers, producers and marketers of
Montana-made goods. A Montana Trails
Showcase session will highlight the work 
of the regional and community-based 
organizations involved with the Hands of
Harvest Craft Heritage Trail in North
Central Montana, Beartooth Highway All
American Road and the newly-initiated
Montana Dinosaur Trail project. The
Montana Tribal Tourism Alliance will 
offer an update on tourism development
efforts in Montana’s Indian Country while 
representatives from Yellowstone and
Glacier National parks along with the
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks River
Recreation Specialist, will provide information
on public access policies and plans for these
Montana treasures.

Interest in Tuesday afternoon’s three
field trips to Billings area attractions has
been high. With limited seating for each
trip, we encourage conference goers to get
registrations in soon and mark the preferred
field trip. The offerings include the Chief
Plenty Coups State Park field trip, Pompeys
Pillar National Monument/Huntley Project
Ag Museum field trip and the Billings
“Your City for Arts & Culture” field trip.
For those not interested in the trips, 
photographer/journalist Rick Graetz will
offer a “This is Montana” slide show at the
conference hotel or there will be meeting

space available for continued networking
and discussions.

Complete agenda, registration and 
conference information is available on the
intranet site www.travelmontana.state.mt.us/
conference. We look forward to seeing you
in Billings!

Are Groups For You?
Are you interested in developing and/or

increasing your motorcoach business? We
want you to have the opportunity to be listed
in the Montana Group Tour Planning Guide. 
This biannual guide includes information
on events, attractions, accommodations,
restaurants, guide services, escort notes and
suggested itineraries. Transportation 
companies, receptive operators and sight-
seeing services working with the motorcoach
market will have space available to describe
their services. Keep in mind your facility
should be able to handle up to 45 people 
at one time. Copies are distributed to 
tour operators in the United States and
internationally. Your business will also be
listed on our group tour website. If you are
interested in more information, contact
Marlee Iverson at 406-841-2895 or e-mail
marlee@visitmt.com.

ABA Leads Available
More than 500 American Bus

Association (ABA) operators from the
United States and Canada gathered recently
in New York City for the annual ABA 
convention. Marlee Iverson, Montana
Promotion Division’s Group Travel
Specialist, had appointments with more
than 25 tour operators. Leads from this
event are on the intranet site at 
w w w . t r a v e l m o n t a n a . s t a t e . m t . u s /
ourprograms/groups. Contact Marlee at 
406-841-2895 or e-mail marlee@visitmt.com
if you have questions.
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Monday night of the Governor’s Conference is a “Free Night” for conference goers to
explore and enjoy Billings. One activity option is the annual Montana Tourism Coalition
(MTC) Auction Fundraiser. MTC Executive Director Amy Sullivan says an auction and food
tasting event is scheduled for the Yellowstone Art Museum, 401 North 27th Street, in downtown
Billings, Monday, April 5, from 6-7:30 p.m. Food is being provided by Billings area 
restaurants. Billings area businesses are donating vans and shuttles to transport conference
goers downtown and to area restaurants following the auction and food tasting. For more
details, or to donate auction items, contact Amy at mtlobbyist@aol.com.

Montana Tourism Coalition Fundraiser to Happen 
Monday Night of Governor’s Conference
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Film Office Welcomes
John Ansotegui

Monday, February 2nd was the official start
day for John Ansotegui, the newest member
of the Montana Promotion Division. John is
from Montana, having grown up in both
Gardiner and West Glacier. 

John earned his B.A. in Business Administration
from Carroll College prior to heading to
California where he gained experience with a
number of companies, including the Pacific
Coast Stock Exchange and Sun Microsystems.
John also spent a year in Los Angeles learning
the vagaries of the film industry.

John is now the data systems, digital media
and assistant project coordinator for the Film
Office, as well as the friendly voice you hear
on the phone when you give us a ring. 

Montana Superhost 
is at Your Service

Are you interested in return visitors or
longer visitor stays?

Are you interested in special recognition
for your excellent service attitude?

Last year Montana Superhost:
■ Trained almost 2000 
tourism industry staff and 
students across the state and;

■ Certified over 40 Montana 
communities as “Visitor 
Friendly” 

The following new 2004 content will
make its debut at the Governor’s Conference:

■ Updated tourism statistics

■Signature Lewis and Clark event information

■ “Montana Moments of Magic” customer 
service video and training

For more information, contact: Jodi
Smith, Flathead Valley Community College,
406-756-3833 or e-mail: jsmith@fvcc.edu.

Bitterroot Birding 
And Nature Trail 

Community Meetings
You’re invited to help shape the Bitterroot

Birding and Nature Trail. The trail is a nature
tourism effort, a conservation project, a 
celebration of the “nature” of Lewis and
Clark, and most important, a trail to be 
created and supported by Montana residents.

The Bitterroot Birding and Nature Trail
marks the pilot trail project for Montana.
Eventually, there will be a network of trails
throughout the state, each with a theme that
speaks to something special in that region.
Birding trails are taking off in more than 20
states in the country with dramatic results—
bolstering economies, supporting conservation
efforts and building constituencies who care
about birds, wildlife and protecting habitats.

Meetings will be held in the
following communities:

(All meetings start at 7 pm- anticipate
1-1/2 hours to 2 hours max)

Tuesday, March 9: Darby—  
Darby High School cafeteria

Wednesday, March 10: Hamilton—
Hamilton Public Library

Monday, March 15: Missoula—  
Missoula Public Library

Tuesday, March 16: Lolo—
Travelers’ Rest State Park 

Thursday, March 18: Stevensville—
North Valley Library
Please plan to attend. It’s a chance to learn

about the trail, offer your ideas and 
nominate sites. For more information, 
contact: Deborah Richie Oberbillig, Deborah
Richie Communications, 406-721-6609 or
e-mail debrichi@montana.com

Calendar of Events
March
10-17 ITB Trade Show, Berlin, Germany
17-20 Bank Travel, Quebec City, Canada
30 Region & CVB Meeting, Helena

April
5-6 Governor’s Conference on Tourism 

& Recreation, Billings
7 Corps II Programming Workshop, 

Billings. Call L&C Commission, 
406-443-2109 for information and 
to sign-up

14-15 Affordable Meetings Mid-America, 
Chicago, IL

15-23 Governor’s Tourism & Ag Trade 
Mission to Asia 

For all of the latest Montana tourism 
industry information log on to: 

travelmontana.state.mt.us.

Alternative accessible formats of this document 
will be provided to disabled persons on request.


